





March 22, 2011
Name 

Address

Re:
Senate Bill No. 2339A; Assembly Bill No. 3093A; Assembly Bill 3093B;


Election Machines and Paper Ballots for Fire District Elections

Dear ________:

This communication in reference to our continuing concern that legislation be passed in this session that will permit fire districts to use lever voting machines in their annual and special fire district elections until December 31, 2012 in order to permit an orderly process to new voting machine technology. In mid February representatives of our Committee and fire districts came to Albany in order to voice our concern and support for Senate Bill No. 2339A; Assembly Bill No. 3093A which would address this very important operational issue.

We were advised that the bills had been amended to address only the changes for village elections [Assembly Bill 3093B] because of the fact that village elections would fall on March 15th . Thus, the legislature expedited the process for villages and left fire districts and other local governments waiting for a law to address their needs. The Legislature addressed this matter for school districts in August of 2010 and villages in 2011.

A month has now passed and we again request your assistance in addressing this matter. The bill as passed by the Senate would have provided access to our fire districts to utilize lever voting machines for annual and special fire district elections in 2011 and 2012. It also provided us with a procedure and format for using paper ballots as an alternative to voting machines.

The state has ushered in a new era of voting with the passage of legislation that creates the requirement to use the optical scanning voting machines. These new machines were not made available to us by the county board of elections in 2010 and we are not certain of the procedures they will implement to make them available to us in the future. They will also require our election personnel to be retrained when they are made available.

The new rules that apply to optical scanning voting machines also require the fire district conducting the election to purchase one ballot for every registered voter in the district. The ballots cost $ 00.55 each. This means that a fire district which has 10,000 registered voters will incur an additional expense of $5,500.00 to conduct each election. At a time when local and state governments are looking for ways to cut costs it makes little sense to force this additional costly mandate on our fire district. 
We believe that legislation is necessary to amend Section 176 subparagraph 29 of the Town Law to permit the continued use of lever voting machines since it references voting machine procedures under the Election Law which would trigger the need to use the new optical scanning machines.

Your assistance in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

___________________
